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oné. According to
Hashem Akbari, a

. scientistat Lawrence
%, Berkeley National
% Laboratory, painting

roofs and houses white
could delay global
warming:California took
him seriously, with Title
24 enforcing the use of
light-hued commercial
roofs, and so have
forerunnersin the
N-impact residential

%

In L.A., where hiﬁpie meets
haute, building the eco-dream is
becoming an affordable reality.
Photographed by Grey Crawford
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ELLELIVING DESIG N

Heaven to earth:
Bush in her AC-less
bedroom. Curtains
and blinds are closed
on hot days, then
opened at night to
bring in cool air.

nside Lisa Bush’s sustainable pine
cabinets, the recycled mason jars
are always halffull. The co-owner of
Mona Moore, Montreal’s fashion-
fiendish shoe and bag shop, and her
eco-preneur hubby, Scott Vineberg,
built their new Topanga Canyon
home on optimistic principles of
“pragmatic idealism.” The appar-
ent contradiction in terms, and the
house itself, is the Obama-era very latest:
complex analysis coexisting with simple
hope, global cuisine with local farms, hep-
cat with do-gooder, eco with chic.
Lounging poolside makeup-less, as
usual, in a stark white Loll Adirondack
chair (constructed from recycled milk
jugs), the North Carolinian Bush passes
for a Southern California native, but the
occasional “aboot” reveals her recent
Canadian past. She and Vineberg—who
miraculously pulls off a Joaquin Phoenix
beard—met in college on an archaeological
dig in Sicily. Three years later, they moved
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together to his hometown, Montreal. They
quickly became part of the city’s young,
free-spirited scene by opening successful
indie ventures: an eatery, a skate shop, a
mentorship nonprofit, the new eco-urban
Casa Bianca Hotel, and the legendary
Mona Moore boutique—co-helmed by
Rick Owens vet Anna Maria Varriano—
whose reputation has radiated to the U.S.
thanks to brilliant e-tail sales.

But 13 long winters later, they wanted
sun and a little land. On a visit to L.A.
in 2004, Bush and Vineberg fell hard
for Topanga’s bohemian dreamscape,
where—against the backdrop of desert
brush—meticulously preserved VW buses
still park outside natural-food stores,
haunted by ghosts of high-profile crunchy
residents past (Joni!). The couple cashed in
their profits and an inheritance, uprooted
daughters Grace, 18, and Kali, 16, and
bought a 1.5-acre former ashram site.

They found their spirit architect in Bar-
bara Bestor, whose modernist bohemian

aesthetic is defining this millennium’s take
on California Easy Livin’. Bestor chan-
neled Bush and Vineberg’s city-country
split with what she terms “infrastructural
organic.” She turned a Miracle Truss pre-
fabricated steel frame, essentially an in-
dustrial kit house, into an eco-optimized
barn-loft. “Agricultural building tech-
niques support flexible, huge spaces with-
outinsane costs,” Bestor says.

The airy house serves as a model for
affordably adapting some of the latest
green building tricks. Rather than air-
conditioning, the house uses passive
temperature control—window and door
placement retains heat in the winter, and
circulates cold air in summer. Large win-
dows coated with a “low emittance” trans-
parent metallic film let much less heat
escape or enter; a silver galvanized roof
and the white metal facade reflect light
rather than emitting heat (and thus con-
tributing to global warming) like dark
surfaces do.






