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THE GOLDEN STATE’S OLD MONEY CREDENTIALS TRUMP TODAY'S INTERNET RICHES AND BOX OF FICE PAYDAYS. HERE, A WHO’'S WHO OF THE STATE'S FOUNDING DYNASTIES BY NORA ZELEVANSKY

CROC KER 0000000000 Having toiled at a farm, sawmill and oil forge in his Troy, NY youth, Charles Crocker
(pictured left) was the railroad s muscle and unlikely peacemaker. 000000000010000000100
Shortly after the Gold Rush began, Charles and older brother Edwin Bryant established a dry goods
business in Sacramento. 0001000000000 In 1861, Crocker became Vice President of Central
Paci c Railroad. Construction proved quite lucrative, so Crocker established a railroad contracting company.

H U N T I N GTO N 0000000000 Born in 1821 in Connecticut, Collis P. Huntington

accumulated farm apprenticeship money and opened a general
RAILROAD store. 000I0000I0I0000000100 When rumors of Californian
SACRAMENTO+PASADENA riches hit, he split the store s merchandise with his brother and
headed for Sacramento with his rst wife, Elizabeth T. Stoddard. 0000000000000 People called him The
Great Persuader, which he did sometimes with brown paper bags and unmarked bills, says Huntington his-

RAILROAD
SAN FRANCISCO

00001000000 Crocker spent $2.3 million on a Nob Hill mansion that spanned an entire San Francisco city
block. 000100000E.B., an active abolitionist, lawyer and judge, was ultimately appointed to Californias torian James E. Casto. 00070000 Adjusted for in ation, the railroad baron was worth $33 billion. 000000
000000 Huntington and his glamorous second wife, Arabella, imported a family of stone masons from Italy to
build the $100,000 marble staircase in their New York mansion. 0000000000 Nephew Henry (pictured right)

bought a 600-acre San Marino ranch for $240,000 in 1903 and commenced building a mansion, libraries and

Supreme Court. 0000001000000 Charles grandson (and consummate tastemaker) Templeton Crocker hired
Parisian designer Jean-Michel Frank to decorate his penthouse on Russian Hill. 0000I000000000000
When E.B. suffered a stroke in 1869, he dropped out of the business and expanded his Sacramento home
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into an art gallery complex. His collection would ultimately become Sacramentos Crocker Art Museum. botanical gardens. 000000000000000 Henry donated his art collection and gardens to trustees in 1922.
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0000000000 There is some genealogical controversy
over Mark Hopkins identity, but he is thought to

have been born in New York in 1813. 0000000100

0oooooorgn After studying law and founding New
England Mining and Trading, Hopkins sailed around
Cape Horn to San Francisco in 1849. 0001000000000
He established a dry goods business with Collis Hunt-
ington before founding the Central Paci ¢ Railroad in

1861 with Leland Stanford and Charles Crocker. 00000

000000 Despite possessing an inherent thriftiness,
Hopkins wife convinced him to construct a $3 million
mansion on San Francisco s Nob Hill. The ostentation
was spectacular even by the standards of the Gilded
Age, notes historian Richard Rayner. 00010000 The
cluster of elites in this enclave spurred the expression,
to hob nob. 000000 The Hopkins name lives on in
elegance at the Mark Hopkins InterContinental Hotel,
built on the site of Hopkins mansion, which burned
down in the res after San Francisco s 1906 earthquake.
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JePaul Getty: Rork s Haliar-style home-in Santa Monica.
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00000000000ne of 13 siblings, James E. Scripps founded
the nations rst penny newspaper in Detroit, in 1873. His
sister Ellen invested savings in the business and became the

rst female syndicated columnist; brother E.W. would later
found a newspaper chain that would grow into United Press
International. 0000000I00000000000 Chronic colds

rst led E.W. to San Diego in 1898. The climate reminded
him of North Africa, where Ellen had once taken him to detox
from a bout of drinking, notes Deborah Day of the Scipps
Institute of Oceanography. 0000000000 E.W. settled in San
Diego, building a 2,130-acre ranch. Ellen lived nearby in La
Jolla in a modern home designed by Irving Gill, which she
called South Moulton Villa. 0000000000 After traum-
atically losing his two sons, E.W. died yachting off the coast
of Liberia in 1926. 00010000 E.W. Scripps was the rst
newspaper publisher to charge advertisers for printed space.
0000I000001000000 After a dramatic battle with James
over deceased brother George s estate, Ellen and E.W. used
the funds to establish the Scripps Institute of Oceanography.
In 1927, Ellen endowed Scripps College in Claremont.
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Oooioorooo Maryland native George Franklin Getty
escaped his impoverished farming background through

00000000 William Randolph Hearst was born in San
Francisco in 1863. One of the world s most successful

silver miners, Hearst s father, George, bought the family s work as a lawyer in Minneapolis. He amassed $250,000,

rst 30,000 acres of land in San Simeon soon after
his son s birth. 0000000100000 George Hearst, a U.S.
Senator who had lost California s gubernatorial race, won
the San Francisco Examiner in a gambling bet. After
dropping out of Harvard, William convinced his father
to give him control of the paper. He used his inheritance
to build an unprecedented portfolio of media prop-
erties. 0000 0OOOC One of Williams best friends was
Charlie Chaplin. 000001O0000000000 While he was
married and had ve children with Millicent Veronica
Willson, William s constant companion and mistress was
actress Marion Davies. 0000000000 From 1919 to 1947,
William collaborated with pioneering female architect
Julia Morgan on San Simeon, a 165-room, four-building
estate on 250,000 acres. 000100 000000 The Hearst
Castle boasts 61 bathrooms, 41 replaces and a pool
built from fragments of ancient ruins. 000000 The
Hearst Corportation continues to this day as a large,
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which he then used to purchase 1,100 acres for Oklahoma
oil drilling in 1903. 000I0000IDIODO00000000 Within
two years, George had built a solid fortune and moved his
family to Los Angeles. 0000100000 George and his wife
Sarah lost their rst child to typhoid. Jean Paul was then
born to his 39-year-old mother in 1892. 0000000000000
In 1913, George lent J. Paul money to invest in oil elds of
his own, and within two years, his son had made his rst
million. While George disapproved of J. Paul s jet-setting
lifestyle and left him little of his $15 million estate, J. Paul
would soon eclipse his father s earnings many times over.t
0000000 In 1957, Forbes listed J. Paul as the richest man
in the world. 00000000000 Although he bought a Santa
Monica mansion for fourth wife Ann Rork and a 16th
century estate in England, he ultimately preferred living
with his mother. 00001000001000000 Although J. Paul
died with $16.41 in his pocket, he left an estate valued at
more than $2 billion, a large part of which continues to fund

Ellen Scripps on the veranda of her La Jolla residence;

.W. Scripps; Inside Ellen s residence, where she lived
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privately-held media conglomerate based in New York City. the Getty Center and its J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles.
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