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SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS: A worker clips bigh-fashion flawers ia Carlsbed.
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Fred Clarke i a mad scientist. But instead of a lab coat and an electrocuted
mane 3 la Albert Einstein, the expert orchid breeder wears 2 pleasant,
ruddy-faced smile and a flanne! shirt. He may look the part of the average
farmer, but his Sunset Valley Orchids greenhouse in Vista overflows with
diverse and unexpected blooms from omately patterned Fly Orchids
whose cau de rotting meat attracts fly pollinators—to Clarkes favorite
group: Cattleyas or “queen of the orchids,” whose vibrantly colored ruffled
petals recall chiffon prom dresses.

After years of development, Clarke’s experimental hybeidizing
which he considers his art—birthed a flower previously dismissed as
mythology: The black orchid This incredibly rare genes not only
shocked the horticultural world, but also sparked interest from
tastemakers across the continent. [t also became the muse and namesake
for veteran Gueas and YSL designer Tom Ford's new scent, sweeping up
San Diego in the current fragrance frenzy. And now our coastal haven
reminiscent of Provence—continues to define itself as a2 hub for
horticultural couture and an inspiration point for luxe fragrances.

LEAVES OF GRASSE

Fashion makes history, even off the runway. A perfumed glove fad in the
16th century turned Cerasse, France—once a center for leather trade
into the perfume capital of the world. The Provengal microclimate, which
nourished a diverse range of flora, sealed the deal.
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San Diego offers a similarly mild environment. “The weather here is
not too hot, too cold, too wet or too dry,” reveals Vista resident and
orchid king Clarke. “Its a kind of Mediterranean climate, which is
conducive to good flower culture” In fact, indoor flowers and foliage
plants are the area’s number-one crop, grossing $311,050,300 in 2005,
(Not to mention that the majority of flowering poinsettias sold in the
L1S. get their start in Encinitas.)

Meanwhile, the perfume industry has exploded in the last few years,
sarnering $2.9 billion in 2006. Just ask The New York Times, which famously
hired a staff fragrance critic. And this season’s “It” fragrances are all about
floral notes, so flowers are at a serious premium.

Annette Green, president emeritus of New York's Fragrance
Foundation, first conceived of “a wardrobe of fragrances” in the late
1960s, when most women limited themselves to (gaspt) just one scent.
The expert on all things olfactory, Green confirms that floral perfumes
are all the rage. "Girlie fragrances are the trend right now,” she says
lightly. “We're seeing multi-florals, spicy florals and green fragrances that
smell of grass or herbs from natere.” The abundance of gardenia, jasmine,
rose, bergamot, honeysuckle, orange blossom and bamboo notes
peoliferating on perfume counters is undeniable.

The floral trend transcends category too, impacting even the
onslaught of now dominant flashy celebrity fragrances, accompanied by

rhinestone-laden bottles and cheesy, soft-focused ads.  CONTINUED..
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freesia spap, when we get extracts from Provence, we go

to the flower market here and compare it to real flowers.”

JCONTINUED

HEAD FIRST
Orchid breeder Clarke is also the general manager of The Flower Fields
wd Michael Tilker browsing. Still, Clarke's
private Sunset Valley Orchids greenhouse stash, which boasts rows of
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He started
working with orchids at age ! 18 under the tutelage of a mentor named John

vis most upscale local counterparts, Clarke—who's

sees flower breeding as a delicate art.
Lemon Crove. And it is on

Walters, whao still has a small orchid nursery in

thanks to the resources spawned from years of artistic floral pursuit

black orchids parent plants exist. ‘| made a hybrid between Mormodia
Painted Desert’ and Catasetus Donna Wise ™ Clarke grins broadly under his
hasehal! cap. ‘Never before had 2 A
The resulting new gemes s technically named Fradcarkeaara, the spe
hybrid = "After Dark” and individual raven-colored plants include “Black
Pearl” "Black is Black.” and, of course, “Tom Ford.”

he hybrid p

on. Theres an element of

Mormadia and a Cataseturs been combined
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Clarke actually sold many of lants before he realized the

magni risk when

hybedizing, 'nhxd’ doesn't exist in

he newly popular predictable method

of tissue cloning. The cutcrop of blooms can be diverse and unexpected
Plus, a black orchid was considered an impossibility, so Clarke wasn't
necessarily expecting one to emerge. “With hybridization, which is a
diminishing craft, you make assumptions, but you can’t always predict

with certainty. That's why its an art” he says, peering up at the
greenhouse n>’>f thoughtfully. Though many doubted the validity of a
black orchid

black and an exceptional rarity. After all,

{, Royal Horticulteral Assocation judges deemed the flower
even if Clarke recreated the

same cross, there is no guarantee that black flowers would be spawned

There's 2 glimmer in his eye as he explains, “Sometimes the rogues are the
remarkable ones. 18s like coutere versus Wal \l.m or ready-to-wear. I'm

like a boutique and the product is unigue to me.”
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Couture is something that Tom Ford can get behind. Soon after

Clarkes first black orchid was awarded, the small town breeder was

approached by one of fashion's biggest names. As Ford later revealed,
“After really searching and luukmh or the perfect black orchid, we found
this wonderfu! man near S

of developing the blackest urd‘xd that is at this moment known to exist.

n Diego, California, who was in the process

And we were able to step in, and to work with him, and to actually

black orchid. And ¢

aceuire this e goad news s that not only was it an

incredibly ! ywer, but it also had a wonderful scent.
Fords Black Orchid fragrance not only draws inspiration from this

rare bloom, but—using innovative Headspace technology—his team
actually captured

Basically, the oderant molecules emitted by the flower are collected.

flower's essence and attempted to recreate it

Then, wing a solvent, the molecules are cluted and analyzed by

quantifying gas chromatography/mass spectrometry, which eventually
communicates appropriate mixing proportions to perfumers.

nce the scent. There

Of course, other ingredients were added 1o enha
” r. bergamot, lotus wood and vanilla,
to name a few. (And he hasn't stopped there, he's also recently released a
¢ Gardenia and

are notes of black truffle, ¥

Private Blend collection of 12 scents with names like Velve
Black Violet.) Tke Now York Posts “Page S
rumar that Ford specifically requested that Estée Lauder make the Black

ix" gossip column even printed a

Orchid fragrance resemble ‘man crotch,” a particularly odd suggestion

since orchids are generally associated with female anatomy. Still, Ford's
mpt to main

use of Headspace technology SHgEEsts an eamnest att tain the

integrity of the flower's natural smell. Clarke, for one, approves of the

autcome. “The flower has a heady fragrance that you won't soon forget

which is actually sexual pheromones produced to attract its pollinator

he enthuses. ‘Like the flower, the perfume is unique and distinctive. You
wouldn't immediately rccugnizc that this is thc flower it came from, but

it does have that heady, sensual fragrance to i

And you heard it here first: When it comes o sex ina b . Tom
Ford chooses San Diego over France. So maybe, just maybe, the Grasse

always greener. I

wiow sunseioalloyorchids com, www wistralioap.com, wow theflowerfields cor




